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ruins of a town in Egypt. Nowadays the natives are forbidden
to dig for treasure and must report any finds to the Govern-
ment.

The interior of the shop was an incredible confusion of worth-
less and mostly shapeless relics of Ptolemaic Crocodilopolis.
There was a dark room at the back piled to the ceiling with
reddish clay figurines, lamps, ushabti figures of the roughest
kind, broken pots, scraps of mummy wrappings, and a hideous
pile of dust and decay in which I was able to indentify a human
head and the tail of a mummified crocodile. Every time I
dislodged an object the whole pile threatened to avalanche to
the floor, and each dislodged object brought with it a pun7 of
horrible dead dust.

On our way to the ruins of Crocodilopolis I stopped to watch
men working in a brickyard. They looked like men made of
mud. It had caked on their faces, arms, and chests, and it
covered their legs to the thighs. Their method of brick-
making has been in use in Egypt since the earliest tunes, and
is the same process which created a labour dispute among the
Hebrews. I noticed that these Egyptians were making bricks
without straw, and doing it with conspicuous success. They
told me that chopped straw is sometimes mixed with the mud
to bind it, but most brick-makers use only mud mixed with a
little sand to prevent cracks

It is extraordinarily quick and simple work. The mud is
first mixed and well trampled in a pit near by. The brick-
maker takes up a sufficient quantity, roughly smoothes it
on the ground and presses over it a wooden mould, which he
removes, leaving behind a wet oblong of mud. He makes the
next brick two or three inches away, and soon has several
rows drying in the sun. In four days the bricks are dry enough
to be turned on end, and in about a week they are ready for
building.

What, then, was the cause of the famous grievance among
the Hebrews? They wanted the straw, not to mix with the
mud, but to dust the moulds or the ground in order to prevent
the mud from sticking. Thus our English proverb about the
impossibility of making bricks without straw is clearly wrong
and based on a misunderstanding: for bricks are made without
straw in the brickyards of Egypt.